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Hoc opus, hoc fludium parvi properemus et ampli, 
Si volumus patria, fi nobis vivere chari, Hor. 


To Mr. TOWN. 


[2 VERY Englifbman, who has the good of 

his country at heart, muft lament the per- 

Saye plexity which our minifters labour under, 

meee in contriving ways and means to raife money 

for the prefent exigence of affairs. I have 

with pleafure hearkened to the feveral projects propofed in 

the debates of patriots in our coffee-houfes and private clubs : 

but though I find they are unanimous in allowing the necef- 

fity of levying new taxes, every one is willing to fhift off 
the burthen from himfelf. 


Vor. II. L111 I was 
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I was introduced the other night into a fet of worthy citi- 
zens, who very zealoufly took this fubject into confideration 
over their evening pipe. One of them a grave gentleman, 
pullingthe Evening Pof out of his pocket, and putting on 
his fpeétacles, read aloud to us the feveral methods already 
propofed; to which many wife objections were immediately 
ftarted by the company, ‘* What’s that? fays an old don, 
** (who I afterwards found had a fmall eftate in houfes) An 
* additional duty upon bricks, and pan-tiles, and plain-tiles, 
“* I fuppofe they will lay a tax upon plain-tile-pegs by and 
‘“* bye?’ This fpeech was received with an hearty chuckle 
of applaufe from the reft of the company ; when another 
took occafion to obferve, ‘* that he very much approved the 
“« fcheme for laying a larger tax upon cards and dice; 
“© one of which he called the devil's books, and the other 
his bones.’ The duty upon plate might perhaps have 
paffed into a law in this affembly, if it had not been vehe- 
mently oppofed by one member, (whom I difcovered to be 
a filver-{mith,) in which he was feconded by the landlord 
of the houfe, who had a feat in this meeting, and told us, 
** that it would lye very hard upon publicans, as nobody 
*« would now drink their porter out of a pewter-pot.”” Thefe 
and the like arguments induced us to fet afide all the pro- 
jeats, that had been offered hitherto and to confult together 
in order to find new ones in their room ; among which J 
could not but fmile at the propofal of an honeft peruke-ma- 
ker, who advifed the levying of a poll-tax upon all that 
wore their own hair, ‘“ For, fays he, we have never had 
** good times, fince wigs were out of fafhion. What rare days 


** were thofe in Queen Anne’s reign, when the nobility and 
** gentry wore large flaxen flows of thirty guineas price! And 
* as 
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“© as you may fee in my lord Godolphin’s monument in Wef- 
“ minfler Abby, a prime minifter’s wig, could not be made; 
« Tam fure, under fifty guineas.” 


Tue difcourfe that paffed at this fociety of politicians has 
led me to turn my thoughts on devifing fome method, that 
might anfwer the prefent demands for a fupply, with the 
leaft injury to the community. On thisaccount]am of Opinion 
that private vices (according to the favourite tenet of Maun- 
derville) may in fome meafure be converted into public benefits, 
by laying a certain tax or duty on the fathionable amufements 
of the gay and polite world. For this purpofe I have with 
great pains and labour contrived a plan, a few heads of which, 
without further preface, I fhall (with your leave) fubmit to 
the confideration of thofe whom it may concern. 


First then, I would propofe, that no perfons of quality, 
or others, fhould be allowed to keep any route, drum, af- 
fembly, vifiting-day, (or whatever other name it may here+ 
after be called by,) at which more than one hundred perfons 
fhall be found affembled, without paying a certain rate for 
every fuch route, drum, &c. The number of thefe meet- 
ings, which are held in this town, (including the city of 
London and the fuburbs thereof) I have computed, upon an 
exact calculation, to amount annually to eight thoufand three 
hundred and upwards ; fo that if a duty, at only fix-pence 
per head, were to be levied upon the company, it would 
bring in a prodigious income to the government; deducting 
for the decreafe confequent of this tax, as alfo for thofe 
which we may expe¢t will be fmuggled or carried on clandef 
tinely. And as gaming is an effential diverfion at all thefe 
meetings, J would further advift, that every card-table be 
marked 


on we ee ee 














664 Th CONNOISSEUR. = No.110, 


marked and numbered, in the fame manner as waggons and 
coaches, and a proportionable rate fixed on them according 
to the degree and quality of the owners. Be it enacted 
moreover, that extraordinary licences fhall be taken out for 
playing at cards on the Sabbath-day; but that thefe be granted 
only to perfons of the higheft rank and fafhion. 


Ar the prefent juncture of affairs every one will agree 
with me, that if an abfolute prohibition be impracticable, 
an heavy duty fhould be laid on the importation of French 
fathions and fopperies into this kingdom. It is therefore but 
reafonable, that all French cooks, valets de chambre, mil- 
liners, mantua-makers, hair-cutters, &c. fhould be at leaft 
doubly taxed, as it is notorious that they exact from the dupes, 
who employ them, more than double the wages or price for 
their labours, that our own modeft countrymen would re- 
quire. This tax I make no doubt, would produce no incon- 
fiderable fum for the public ufe : and as our ladies, though 
I would not fufpeé that they have French hearts, are ambi- 
tious of wearing French complexions, a further fum might 
alfo be raifed by fixing an high duty upon rouge and carmine. 


I sHALL not dwell on other particulars, which might 
be turned in the fame manner to the public good ; fuch as 
a tax on kept miftrefles, for example, which practice is 
now become fo generally fafhionable, that I queftion not 
but a duty properly levied on them would be fufficient to 
maintain all the widows of our foldiers and failors, who fhall 
happen to be killed in the fervice. But as it is incumbent 
on every Englifhman to expofe his life in defence of his 
country againft the common enemy, I muft particularly re- 
commend, that fome means may be devifed, that the gallant 
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feats of thofe men of honour, who rather chufe to rifk their 
lives in the modifh way of duelling, may be attended with 
fome advantage to their countrymen. I would therefore ad- 
vife, that fwords and piftols of a fettled length and bore, 
with the Tower-ftamp, be provided by the government 
for the ufe of Duellifts, and that they fhall not prefume to 
make ufe of any other, under pain of incurring the guilt of 
murder. Thefe weapons may be let out at a certain price ; 
and if one of the parties happen to kill the other, the fur- 
vivor fhall be fubje&t to a fine according to his rank and 
ftation, anda jury fhall be directed to bring in the ver- 
dit, Self-Defence. In like manner, perfons of quality 
may have leave granted them to put an end to their own 
lives, after an ill luck at cards, or the like emergent occa- 
fions ; when, upon paying a certain rate, they may be in- 
dulged in a private execution from the hands of Yack Ketch, 
and the Coroner’s inqueft fhall be directed to bring in their 
verdict, Lunacy. 


I am, 
S 1R, 


Your bumble Servant, &c. 


Jo Mr. TOWN. 
STR, 


S you are a ConnotsseuR, I fhall make no apology 

for defiring you to give the following Advertifement 

(which has already appeared in the Daily Advertifer) a place 

in fome corner of your paper. By doing this you will greatly 
oblige the Virtuofos in Flowers, as well as 


Your humble Servant, &c. 


Vor. Il. Mmmm To 
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To be Sold by SUBSCRIPTION, 
At Half « Guinea each Plant, 


N Auricula raifed by Mr. William Redmond, at Ifingten, named the 
Trrumps; having fineGrafs, a ftrong Stem, a certain Blower, a large 
Trufer, the Fingers a juft Length, a good Pip for Siae and Shape, the Eye 
extremely white, the Thrum full, the Margin a beautiful Purple Black, finely 
variegated with Silver and Green, continues long in Bloom, and dies in Co- 
lour. No Plant to be fold for lefs than one Guinea after the Subfcription is 
clofed, until the Bloom is over. 
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